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AVANTI  
November/December 2015 

My brothers and  sisters, 
 
Wishing that this message finds you all well.  Permit me to wish you a wonderful and rich 
Thanksgiving day  and the best and Holiest of our Christmas Seasons. Our Lodge is well,  
planning many new and old activities. Our membership is on the rise. 
 
Your Board and Trustees are trying extremely hard to continue the Lodge agenda and I ask 
you to join in.  However small your contribution, trust me it will be appreciated. Not every 
venue is a guaranteed success,  but it will open our Lodge and its ideals to newer 
generations. 
 
We have the inner fortitude of our ancestors and just ponder how difficult their journey 
was! Therefore, failure will never discourage us. 
 
Look around us.  We face so many daily battles, yet, as Lodge members, we give  comfort,  
support, prayers, well wishes and we send a tiny ripple of hope that goodness and 
kindness is the inner being of our Lodge members to all that we reach out to. 
 
From our Annual Picnic, to our Hall of Fame Dinner Award  to  our celebrations of our 
heritage, I appeal to you all to bring forth the message of our Motto and just as I have you 
will be rewarded by great new friends ( who become your extended family) e con 
orgoglio  share our ideals and heritage. 
 
Sempre Avanti  -  Buon Anno  -  Buona Fine e Buon Principio 
 
Your President, 

Mario Cermele  

A Message From Your 

PRESIDENT 

New Idea? 

Do  you have an idea for a lodge 

event? Let us know! Call President 

Mario or send your ideas to: 
info@antoniomeuccilodge.com 

Congratulations to Frank Picucci, past 
president of the Columbus Lodge in 
Ossining, winner of the Yankee 
ŀǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ car. 
 
A special Thank You goes to Bro. John 
Iodice for generously donating the 
extremely popular raffle prize. 

  Winner, Winner! 

mailto:info@antoniomeuccilodge.com


On October 18, 2015 the Antonio Meucci Lodge 213 celebrated our annual Columbus Dinner Dance which 

is a fund raiser that honors one of our own who has demonstrated special commitment to the traditions of 

our lodge and its heritage. 

 This year the lodge had the privilege of honoring Sister Annamaria Forte as our Woman of The Year. Villa 

Barone Hill Top Manor was beautifully decorated with fall flower centerpieces that set the mood for a warm 

evening while we all enjoyed a delicious meal. Don Felice and the band played all our old favorites as we all 

joined in on the dance floor. Several proclamations were read including the proclamation sent by State 

President, Carolyn Reres, rad by State Orator, Michelle Ment. President Mario Cermele presented Sister 

Annamarie with the Columbus Award and the "Lion“, the symbol of the Order Sons Of Italy. As the 

celebration for Annamaria went on at the Manor, a flag was being flown in her honor at our Nation's Capital. 

Annamaria's daughter, Francesca explained to all of us how loving, caring and excited her mother was 

about her heritage. 
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Columbus Dinner Dance 

Sunday, December 13, 2015 

1:00 pm 
 

Ho! Ho! Ho! Santa will be making    an early 
stop at the Lodge and all children  
and grandchildren of Lodge members 
between the ages of infants to 9 years old 
are welcome to attend. There will be 
entertainment, desserts, and a present for 
each child, a visit from Santa and as always a 
surprise from our chairpersons. Baked goods 
for dessert table are needed.  Please contact 
the co -chairs below with each childõs name, 
sex, and age. 
 

Å Sis. Patty Moore: (h) 914 682-8549 or (c) 914 837-5411 
(email PSM219@gmail.com) 

Å Sis. Camille Tarone (h) 914 946-5694 or (c) 914 772-1768  
Sis. Camille Tarone/Patty Moore 

Childrenôs Christmas Party 

As the holiday season approaches it is so important 
for us to count our blessings and to remember those 
less fortunate. Sister Patricia Moore will be leading 
our two annual campaigns to help the needy: 

 

× Gift Card Drive  
At all meetings leading up to Christmas, Sister Patty 
will be taking donations to purchase gift cards at the 
local supermarkets. These will be donated to the 
Salvation Army to help feed local families for the 
holidays. 
 
×  Toys for Tots  
There will be collection boxes for new, unwrapped 
toys at the Lodge and at Central Mowers in White 
Plains.  If you are unable to shop for toys but would 
like to make a monetary donation, please contact 
Sister Patty at 914-682-8549, 914-837-5411 or 
PSM219@gmail.com who will use the donations to 
purchase toys. The deadline for toy donations 
is Sunday, December 13th, 2015. 
 

Sis. Camille Tarone/Patty Moore 

Holiday Toy and Food Drive 

A great thanks goes to Sister Flavia DiNota who will step down 

after more than ten years co-chairing this event. Her enthusiasm 

and particular attention for details has produced successful and 

memorable Columbus Dinner Dances. We welcome Sister 

Pamela Danza as new co-chair. Sister Pamela came in with 

excitement and a work ethic that helped with the final details. 

Thank you also to Co-Chairs Brothers Antonio Amato and Frank 

Tarone for the wonderful Journal. The Journal was a great 

success and the funds will help the lodge with scholarships and 

charitable donations in the future. Thank you, Sis. Mary Morra, 

for you continued photographer role.  You have captured the 

dinner dance photos that will become our lasting memories. 
Sis. Rose Tassone 

mailto:PSM219@gmail.com
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Member News: 
Congratulations to: 

- President Mario on the marriage of his daughter Ashley to Gerard Di Matteo. 

- Brother Vito Cirioni on the marriage of his son, Vito to Joanna Mendonca. 

- Sis. Jean and Bro. Luigi Ilardi on the engagement of their daughter, Rosemarie to John Miller. 

 

Thank You to: 

- Vito Luongo Landscaping for the final Arborvitae in the front yard. 

- Brother Domenico Riverso for repairing the back door lock. 

- Sis Lucy and Bro. Ray Tocci for donating the new flag which is now proudly flying outside. 

 

Condolences to: 

- The families of Jean Borrelli-Ilardi, Joyce Ciccone and Gaetano Borrelli on the death of their mother, 

Sister Mary Borrelli. 

- Brother Joe Lembo on the death of his mother-in-law, Parigina Simeone. 

- Brother Ray Ricci on the death of his nephew, Thomas Cipollaro 

 

Wishing good health and speedy recovery to: 

Sisters Rosa Carolini and Paola Pesaturo and Brother Vinnie Bevilacqua. 
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Did You Join Us? 

  Hall of Fame 

Dinner Dance 

Domenico Riverso at the annual Hall 

of Fame dinner. Approximately 115 people gathered for 

dinner and dancing at the event co-chaired by Sisters and 

Brothers Rita and Tony Cestone, Flavia and  

                 Luigi DiNota and Catherine and 

                 Lenny Mignini. To a wonderful 

                couple: a well deserved Honor! 

                 From all us at the lodge

                You truly are our TESORO" 
 

ü The Columbus Wreath Laying Ceremony saw 41 people in attendance including Mayor Tom Roache, 
State First Vice President Robert Ferrito and Professor Carlo Sclafani.  Thank you to Bro. Frank Tarone 
ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ tƻŜǘΩǎ [ŀǳǊŜƭ ²ǊŜŀǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜ 
chaired by Sis. Pamela Danza and Catherine Mignini who served over 50 people 
 

ü The lodge hosted Italian Heritage Night chaired by Professor Carlo Sclafani where 40 high school 
students from Westchester and their teachers were honored for their studies and dedication to the 
Italian language and culture 

Final Notice:  Membership 
Dues Increase 

Å The Antonio  Meucci Lodge #213 will act 
ǳǇƻƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
annual membership fee by $5 to $60 per 
person.  ($110 per couple). 

Å This is the last of three notices that will be 
posted in the Avanti in order to comply with 
advance notification rules. 

ÅThe Initiation fee will remain at $45 per 
person 

ÅNote: $34 of each per person annual 
membership fee and $10 of the initiation fee 
are paid to the NY State Grand Lodge. 

  Labor Day Picnic 
The Annual Lodge Picnic was held on September 

6th at Ridge Road County Park.  Well over 100 

adults and over 30 children attended this fun filled 

 day.  The Committee did a f

 fantastic job!  There was food 

 galore from Breakfast to dinner 

 to dessert. A Clown entertained 

 the children with balloon 

 characters and a Cotton Candy 

 Machine. Dozens of teams 

competed in the Egg Toss and Water Balloon Toss.  

Many played Bocce as well as Horseshoes. 

Everyone had great fun and we hope to see you 

again next year for this wonderful family fun filled 

event!                      Dina Roselli 

On Saturday, 

November 14, the 

lodge honored 
Teresa and 

ü On Friday, October 23, 2015, co-ŎƘŀƛǊǎ [ƛƴŀ !ƳŜƭƭƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ {ŀƴǘƛƴŀ ¢ŀǎǎƻƴŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
ever Murder Mystery Night. It was a fun filled live version of the game Clue. An acting crew and 8 lodge 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ сл ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ƻŦ ά²Ƙƻ 5ƻƴŜ LǘέΦ 

ü Sis. Rita Cestone organized the Departed Members Mass, in Italian, on November 1 at Mt Carmel Church.  About 60 people 
attended the mass which was delivered in Italian and included beautiful Italian songs as well. The service was followed by a 
hot breakfast at the lodge prepared by Sisters Catherine Mignini and Pamela Danza and Brother Lenny Mignini. 

ü Sis Teresa Riverso chaired a very successful and enjoyable Pasta Tombola night on October 9.  About 90 adults 
feasted on two selections of pasta and other delicious foods and desserts followed by Tombola  (Bingo). 



The Lodge Needs You! 

PLANNING A PARTY OR EVENT? 

RENT OUR LODGE.  CONTACT: 

 SIS. CATHERINE & BRO. LENNY 

MIGNINI   914-761-5289 

OR 

BRO. FRANK TARONE 914-761-3350 

üThe lodge is forming a Public Relations/Publicity committee to 

ensure that we get the media coverage we deserve for our 

charitable and social events.  If you or someone you know 

has media connections, please call  Brother Nick Cafagno at 

914-837-1027 or email at nynick100@optonline.net. Contacts 

with NEWS 12 and The JOURNAL NEWS in particular would 

be most helpful. 

Thought for the day: 
Chi trova un amico trova un tesoro.  
He who finds a friend, finds a treasure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Event! 

Adult/Child Cooking Class 

 

ñMake  --  Mangia  --  Magicò 
(limited seating) 

 

Sunday, January 31, 2016 

2:00 ï 4:00 pm 

 
ÅάaŀƪŜέ DƴƻŎŎƘƛ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ 
ÅάaŀƴƎƛŀέ 9ŀǘ ƛǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
Å9ƴƧƻȅ ŀ άaŀƎƛŎέ ǎƘƻǿ 

 

 

**Adult/child pair $25 

Third person $10  (child or adult) 

(note: max two children per adult) 
 

Space is limited, reserve your spot today 

 

 

email: info@antoniomeuccilodge.com 

or phone: Cathy 914-263-4390 

 

Send: 

Å Names of Adult(s) and Child(ren) 

Å Phone number and email 

ÅtŀȅƳŜƴǘ όŎƘŜŎƪǎ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ά!ƴǘƻƴƛƻ 
Meucci Lodge #213) 

Vitantonio Roselli, Nina 
Roselli  Villareale and Vincenzo 
Roselli in front of the: 

Ψ.Φ !ƭōŜǊǘ wƻǎŜƭƭƛ [ƻǳƴƎŜΩ - our past 
venerable and Lodge guiding force. 

Help the lodge donate more to 

scholarships and charities! Receive 

your Avanti electronically. You can 

always print it out at home. 

 Send your email address to: 

info@antoniomeuccilodge.com  

or call President Mario. 

üThe Lodge is in the process of completing and submitting an 

application for Beer and Wine License with the NY State Liquor 

Authority. We are looking for assistance with the paperwork 

involved. If you are a lodge member with experience in this area, or 

know someone who does, please contact President Mario Cermele. 
 

mailto:nynick100@optonline.net
mailto:info@antoniomeuccilodge.com
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 Meet Our Brother:  

 Antonio 
Capicotto 

Spotlight 
hƴΧ 

Antonio Capicotto was born in the small town of Pentone next to the city of Catanzaro, Italy.  At the age 
of 7, he was already working in the fields by picking olives and chestnuts while attending school.  He 
dreamed of continuing his studies and becoming an architect.  Then came World War II which resulted 
in the closure of the schools and disrupted all his plans.  He remembers looking up at the sky darkened 
by war planes, dropping bombs and causing destruction throughout the city.  After the war it was too 
late for him to return to school.  At the age of 13, he started working as a mason to repair and rebuild 
the houses. 
  
At the age of 18, Antonio went to Milano and began working as a sub-contractor.  He also attended 
architecture school at night.  He returned to Calabria and at age 21, he started a small company which 
built and repaired houses.  In 1953, his mother, an American Citizen, returned to the U.S.A. and all the 
family followed her except for Antonio.  In 1956, he married Franca Marino, the girl of his dreams.  In 
August 1956, he emigrated to the U.S.A leaving his young bride at home with her mother.  As with so 
many other Italian immigrants, his plan was to work in the U.S. for only a couple of years, make some 
money, and then return home.   
  
Antonio remembers being on deck as the ship sailed past the Statue of Liberty.  He counted the money 
he had in his pocket:  a total of 14 dollars and 50 cents.  He found work as a mason-bricklayer.  The 
workdays were long and hard, he missed his home, and being away from Franca, the love of his life, 
made it unbearable. 

In December 1957, he decided to return to Pentone where he built a 
house for his uncle.  He was happy to be back in Italy.  He would work 
hard and in the evening return home where his dear young wife would 
await him.  In May, the Consulate in Naples called Franca to receive a Visa 
permitting her to travel to America.  At the insistence of his family, on the 
3rd of June 1958, Antonio & Franca sailed to America together.  Once 
again, the plan was to stay for a short time before returning home.   
 

In 1958, all the members of Antonio's family were out of work.  He started 
looking for small jobs on his own.  Then the situation improved and he 
started Capicotto Construction Corporation. 

 In a short time, he had work for family and several others.  For many years, he offered work to many young 
immigrants from Italy and taught them his to become expert masons.  These masons eventually left his 
employment and many of them started their own businesses.  Most of them are still in business today.  Antonio 
guaranteed work to immigrants and ensured their stay in the United States of America as specialized workers from 
Calabria. 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ Ψ²ƘȅΚΩ Χ 
L ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ϥ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘΚϥέ Robert Kennedy 



After three months in Italy, with news that the three houses he left were unsold, he packed all his 
belongings, boarded a ship and returned to the United States permanently.  In Italy, at the time, it took years 
to obtain permits to build.  However in the U.S.A. he was able to obtain permits in two weeks. 
 
As his Father and his brother returned to Italy, Antonio formed A.C. Realty, Inc. and continued to build many 
houses on his own.  Antonio's life changed drastically.  He joined many organizations.  One organization was 
the Knights of Columbus and in time, he was elevated to Cavaliere di Colombo.  Another organization was 
The Lion's Club of White Plains for which he was elected as Vice President.  They wished for him to become 
President.  Although he refused, he then built for them a Gazebo on North Broadway.   

In 1962, with his brother Beniamino, he built their first house in America.  It was a three 
family house which his extended family moved into.  It reminded them of the house in 
Pentone at which they lived in harmony and love.  In 1963 he formed another 
corporation: C & V Builders, Inc.  This company included his brother, Beniamino, his father 
Vincenzo and his brother-in-law, Alberto.  They built many houses of which 90% were 
sold to Italian immigrants. 
 
With his merits as a builder, Antonio passed the exams and became a Real Estate Broker    
which he used in his business.  The two years he had promised to stay in the United 
States, had become eight years.  In 1966, the nostalgia of his little town in Calabria was 
overwhelming.  He purchased buildable land in Italy and dreamed of going to Pentone 
and becoming a big builder.  With his wife and three children, 11 trunks and 12 suitcases 
full of equipment and personal items, he boarded a ship and left for Italy.     

Antonio was Chairman of the Boys' Town of Italy of White Plains for many years.  On 
one occasion, Monsignor John Patrick Carroll-Abbing (Founder of the Boys Town of 
Italy) awarded Antonio & Franca a medal for high merit for all the work they did for 
the organization.  For many years, he was involved with A.C.I.M. (The American 
Committee for Italian Migration).  On October 27, 1984, in the Grand Ballroom of 
the New York Hilton, with 800 persons present, Antonio was awarded the A.C.I.M. 
Business and Community Service Award.  In 1982, Il Club Italiano of Westchester 
Community College, honored Antonio with The Community Leadership and Service 
Award.    
 
In 1974, he joined the Antonio Meucci Lodge #213, Sons of Italy of America.  In a 
short time he was elected Venerable.  He served as Venerable from 1978-1981, 
President from 2001-2002, and President on the Board of Directors of LAMOSIA, Inc. 
for 19 years.  After elected Venerable, he made the plans and started to construct a 
lodge building with only $5,000 in the bank and many debts.  There were 70 
members.  He issued $60,000 of bonds guaranteed personally with 5% interest. 

 After four years, with the help of a dedicated group of members, Antonio achieved a completed building, a 
membership of 315, and $15,000 in the bank.  In these four years, Antonio experienced "The Agony and 
The Ecstasy".  Few individuals believed that he would complete the building.  The first winter, with the 
foundation built, people were saying that the building would never come up.  They thought that the hole 
would be a monument to Tony Capicotto.  Father Valentinelli, the OSIA Chaplan came from Massachusetts 
to pray for Antonio in front of the foundation.  It brought him great joy to see a completed building and to 
make hundreds of friends in the process.  



In 2008, at the New York State Convention of the Order Sons of Italy in 
America (OSIA), Antonio received the prestigious Dr. Vincenzo Sellaro 
Award.  The Order Sons of Italy in America was founded in 1905 by Dr. 
Vincenzo Sellaro and the award recognizes OSIA members who have 
distinguished themselves in the ideals and principles exemplified by the 
order's founder.  Also in 2008, at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York, by 
Cardinal John O'Connor, Antonio was elevated to the rank of Knight of the 
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.  This same year, the Calabria Society honored 
him for his many years of outstanding, unselfish and dedicated service to the 
Italian Community. The walls of Antonio's office are all covered with plaques, 
acknowledgements, dedications, proclamations, etc. 
 
One may believe that Antonio has retired; however, he has not.  He has only 
stopped construction of houses.  He is still active with masonry, plumbing and 
other types of repair work at his three rental properties.  He enjoys playing 
golf twice per week and has shot two "holes-in-one".  On his property, he 
enjoys cultivating flowers, rose bushes, his vegetable garden and fig tree.  He 
sometimes plays his accordion which he purchased in Milano in 1950.  He also 
does a great deal of traveling throughout the world. 

Metropolitan area.  Antonio received many acknowledgements from the County of Westchester, the 
State of New York and the City of White Plains.  The Antonio Meucci Lodge #213 has awarded him 8 
plaques and honored him at several dinners.  He has been involved for 40 years with the New York State 
Grand Lodge, he was state Trustee for 4 years and Delegate to the State Convention for 39 years. 

During this period, Antonio's business was doing well and he was very involved in 
service projects for the community.  At his Church, Our Lady of Mount Carmel in 
White Plains, Antonio was the President of the Holy Name Society and also 
volunteered his services to complete much needed projects which included the 
repairing of the church building inside and outside, building an addition with an 
elevator, and repairing the rectory building. 
 

In 2007, The Italian-American Museum of New York presented the 
prestigious Ambasciatore Award to Antonio which honors leading Italian-
Americans for their volunteerism, charitable contributions in preserving the Italian 
culture and advancing scholastic achievement in the New York 

Several years ago, Antonio embarked on a literary career.  He has written three published books in 
Italian.  He had them printed and then donated hundreds of copies to his many friends and paesani.  In 
his home town of Pentone, Antonio was honored three times for his literary achievements by the town 
Mayor in La Sala Consigliare del Comune di Pentone. 
  
Antonio believes that all of what he accomplished was possible with the blessing of his wonderful wife 
Franca and his family.  Antonio and Franca have three children: Rina Capicotto Lee (Joseph), Antonio V. 
Capicotto (Margherita) and Sister Antonella Capicotto De Lia (Edward) .  They also have eight beautiful 
grandchildren.  Although Antonio never completed his studies, he made sure that his children 
completed college. Four of his grandchildren now attend college and the others will follow. 
 
Antonio loves America: the land of opportunity.  In no other country would it have been possible to 
accomplish all that he did.  However, the image of the little town of Pentone, his ancestral home of 25 
years, is imprinted deep in his heart. 
     Sister Antonella Capicotto De Lia 



SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
For Ad Space   Call Sis. Rita Cestone   at   914 -948-3608  

 


